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PART 20—PILOT AND INSTRUCTOR 
CERTIFICATES 

Addition of Rotorcraft Class Ratings 
for Pilot Certificates 

Section 20.120 ol the Civil Air Regula
tions provides for the classification of 
aircraft ratings Issued to private and 
commercial pilots. At present all air
craft using rotating airfoils as a source 
of lift are grouped under the category 
"rotorcraft," with no further breakdown 
into classes of rotorcraft. The majority 
of such aircraft are helicopters; how
ever, there are some gyroplanes, and in
dications are that there may be many-
others in the near future. 

A gyroplane, including the autogiro. is 
a class of rotorcraft, the rotors of which 
are caused to rotate by the action of the 
air when the rotorcraft is in motion, 
with the propulsion system Independent 
of the rotor system except for Initial 
starting. The helicopter,' on the other 
hand, is a rotorcraft which depends 
principally for Its support and motion in 
the air upon the lift generated by one 
or more power-driven rotors, rotating on 
substantially vertical axes. The flight 
characteristics of helicopters and gyro
planes are substantially different. 

In actual practice, under Federal Avi
ation Agency policies set forth In Civil 
Aeronautics Manual 20, an applicant for 
a rotorcraft rating has been required to 
accomplish the airplane flight maneuvers 
if he is examined In a gyroplane, and 
the helicopter maneuvers if he is exam
ined in a helicopter. Therefore, an ap
plicant who obtained a rotorcraft rating 
in a gyroplane would not have demon
strated ability to handle a helicopter, 
with Its distinctive takeoff, flying, ma
neuvering, and hovering characteristics; 
and an applicant who obtained a rotor
craft rating in a helicopter would not 
have demonstrated ability to handle a 
gyroplane. 
Civil Air Regulations Draft Release 

No. 61-19 proposed to add helicopter and 
gyroplane class ratings to the rotorcraft 
category. While all comments received 
support the objective, some comments 
suggested additional ratings. The need 
for additional ratings is still under study. 

This amendment provides for the es
tablishment of helicopter and gyroplane 
class ratings within the rotorcraft cate
gory. Other incidental changes include 
defining "helicopter" and "gyroplane" as 
defined in Parts fi and 7 of the Civil 
Air Regulations, and redefining "rotor
craft" to read the same as in Parts 6 
and 7. The present definition of "class 
(of aircraft)" is being changed to "class 
of airplane," and a new definition, "class 
of rotorcraft" is being added. 
Since hovering cannot be performed 

in gyroplanes, 5 20.53, involving require
ments for solo flight in rotorcraft, is 
being amended by adding the words "ap
plicable to helicopter class only" In pa
rentheses after the word "hovering." 
Section 20.121(a)<1> is also being 

amended. This section applies to a pilot 
holding an airplane category rating who 
applies for a rotorcraft category rating. 
Because there have been questions raised 
as to whether more than 5 solo hours 
could be counted toward the total hours 
of dual and solo required, the wording 
is being clarified to require "at least" 
5 solo hours, The total hours required 
is reduced from 25 hours to 15 hours. 
This reduction in required hours" pro
vides relief from unnecessarily high 
hourly requirements for the more stabi
lized rotorcraft now in production. 
An alternative Is being added-to the 

hours of dual and solo experience re
quired in rotorcraft, by permitting in 
place of the specified experience, the 
submission of a written statement from 
an appropriately rated flight Instructor 
recommending the applicant as qualified 
for the flight test. The alternative is 
a relief from what would otherwise be 
an unnecessary burden to applicants for 
a rotorcraft rating who already hold an 
airplane rating and who may require less 
than the specified times to reach a safe 
level of proficiency, particularly in cer
tain types of rotorcraft. 
Section 20.121(b)(1) is being clarified 

by specifying that the experience re
quired of an applicant for an additional 
class or type rating must be in the class 
or type aircralt for which the rating is 
sought; and, by specifying that the ac
companying pilot must be rated to carry 
passengers in the aircraft used. These 
changes are clearly within the Intent of 
the regulation and have been complied 

with in the past without question. 
Section 20.122 which is being added by 

this amendment provides a 6-month 
grace period for the continued validity 
of present rotorcraft category ratings. 
Provision Is made to Detroit exchange 
of the superseded rotorcraft category 
ratine for the new category and class 
ratings at any time after the effective 
date of this new section. The class of 
rotorcraft In which the certificate holder 
qualified initially will determine the 
class rating received. Where a certifi
cate holder who qualified initially in a 
helicopter has had at least 10 hours as 
pilot in command of a gyroplane within 
the 12 months Immediately preceding the 
effective date of this amendment, the 
gyroplane class rating may be added to 
the certiflcate.-
This new section also provides for the 

exchange of certificates issued before 
September 1, 1957, bearing helicopter or 
autogiro category ratings. The ex
change is necessary to establish a uni
form system of aircraft rating classifi
cation. Upon presentation of their cer
tificates for exchange, those persons who 
hold autogiro or helicopter category 
ratings will be issued rotorcraft category 
ratings with a helicopter or gyroplane 
class rating corresponding to the cate
gory rating held at the time of the 
exchange. No showing of recent ex
perience or flight test is required for this 
exchange. Where the holder ol a heli
copter category rating has had at least 
10 hours as pilot in command of a gyro
plane within the 12 months immediately 
preceding the effective date of this 
amendment, the gyroplane class rating 
may be added to the certificate. 
Possession of a current medical certifi

cate -is' not needed for the exchange 
provisions of this section. Therefore, to 
clarify any ambiguity that may arise 
from the use of the words "valid pilot 
certificate," paragraph (c> of this sec
tion expressly states that a current medi
cal certificate is not required to ex
change a certificate. 
Interested persons have been afforded 

an opportunity to participate in the 
making of this regulation, with the 
exception of— 

(1) The clarification of §5 20.121 
(a) (1) and 20.121(b) (1); 

12) T h e reduction of total hours re-
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QUIRED M 5 20.121<AXL) AND 
(3) THE ALTERNATIVE PROVIDED IN 5 20,-

121(A)(1); 
OND DUE CONSIDERATION HAS BEEN GIVEN to 
ALL RELEVANT MATTER PRESENTED. SINCE THE 
AMENDMENTS TO J6 20.121(A) (L) AND 20.-
121(B) (1) ARE CLARIFICATIONS OR RELIEF 
FROM PRESENT RESTRICTIONS AND IMPOSE NO 
ADDITIONAL BURDEN ON ANY PERSON, NOTICE 
AND PUBLIC PROCEDURE THEREON ARE UN
NECESSARY. 

THIS AMENDMENT WILL BE INCLUDED IN 
THE RECODIFICATION OF THE PROVISIONS OF 
PART 20 UNDER THE AGENCY'S RECODIFICA
TION PROGRAM ANNOUNCED IN CIVIL AIR 
REGULATION DRAFT RELEASE NO. 61-25 (26 
FJ4. 10668). 

IN CONSIDERATION OF THE FOREGOING. PART 
20 OF THE CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS (14 C F R 
PART 30) IS HEREBY AMENDED AS FOLLOWS, 
EFFECTIVE JULY 12, 1962: 

1, BY AMENDING 8 20-6 BY ADDING IN 
PROPER ALPHABETICAL ORDER NEW DEFINITIONS 
TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 
§ 20.5 DEFINITION*, 

* » * » * 
Class of rotorcraft. A CLASS OF ROTOR-

CRAFT IS A CLASSIFICATION OF SUCH AIRCRAFT 
DIFFERENTIATING BETWEEN GYROPLANES AND 
HELICOPTERS. 

* * * * * 
Gyroplane. A GYROPLANE IS A ROTOR-

CRAFT WHICH DEPENDS PRINCIPALLY FOR ITS 
SUPPORT UPON THE LIFT GENERATED BY ONE 
OR MORE ROTORS WHICH ARE NOT POWER 
DRIVEN, EXCEPT FOR INITIAL STARTING, AND 
WHICH ARE CAUSED TO ROTATE BY THE AC
TION OF THE AIR WHEN THE ROTORCRAFT IS 
IN MOTION. THE PROPULSION IS INDE
PENDENT OF THE ROTOR SYSTEM AND USUALLY 
CONSISTS OF CONVENTIONAL PROPELLERS. 

Helicopter. A HELICOPTER IS A ROTOR
CRAFT •WHICH DEPENDS PRINCIPALLY FOR ITS 
SUPPORT AND MOTION IN THE AIR UPON THE 
LIFT GENERATED BY ONE OR MORE POWER-
DRIVEN ROTORS, ROTATING ON SUBSTANTIALLY 
VERTICAL AXES. 

2, BY AMENDING { 20,5 BY CHANGING THE 
WORD "AIRCRAFT" TO "AIRPLANE" IN THE 
TITLE OF THE DEFINITION "CLASS (OF AIR
CRAFT)" AND BY REVISING THE DEFINITION 
TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 
CLASS OF AIRPLANE. A CLASS OF AIRPLANE 

IS A CLASSIFICATION OF SUCH AIRCRAFT DIF
FERENTIATING BETWEEN SINGLE-ENGINE AND 
MULTIENGINE AND LAND AND WATER CONFIG
URATIONS. 

3, BY AMENDING S 20.5 BY REVISING THE 
DEFINITION "ROTORCRAFT" TO READ AS FOL

LOWS: 
Rotorcraft. A ROTORCRAFT IS ANY AIR

CRAFT DERIVING ITS PRINCIPLE LIFT FROM ONE 
OR MORE ROTORS. 
§ 20.53 [AMENDMENT] 

4. BY AMENDING (20.53(B) BY INSERT
ING AFTER THE WORD "HOVERING" AND BE
FORE THE COMMA, THE PARENTHETICAL 
PHRASE "(APPLICABLE TO HELICOPTER CLASS 
ONLY)." 

5. BY AMENDING § 20.120 BY REDESIG
NATING PARAGRAPH (C) AS paragraph (D), 
AND ADDING A NEW PARAGRAPH (C) SO THAT 
5 20.120 READS AS FOLLOWS: 
§20.120 AIRCRAFT RULING.. 
AIRCRAFT RATINGS ISSUED TO PRIVATE AND 

COMMERCIAL PILOTS ARE CLASSIFIED AS FOL
LOWS: 

(A) Category ratings. (1) AIRPLANE; 
(2) ROTORCRAFT; (3) GILDER. 

(B) Airplane class RATINES. (1) SIN
GLE-ENGINE LAND; (2) MULTIENGINE LAND, 
(3) SINGLE-ENGINE SEA; (4) MULTIENGINE 
SEA. 

(E) Rotorcraft class ratings. (1) GY
ROPLANE; (2) HELICOPTER. 

(D) Type ratings. EACH TYPE OF AIR
CRAFT HAVING A MAXIMUM CERTIFICATED 
TAKEOFF WEIGHT OF MORE THAN 12.500 
POUNDS. 
6. BY AMENDING S 20.121 (A) (1) AND 

(B) (I) TO READ AS FOLLOWS; 
§ 20,121 ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT RATINGS. 

• • • » • 
(A) Category rating. ( D A PILOT HOLD

ING AN AIRPLANE CATEGORY RATING WHO AP
PLIES FOR A ROTORCRAFT CATEGORY RATING 
SHALL HAVE ACQUIRED AT LEAST 15 HOURS OF 
DUAL FLIGHT INSTRUCTION AND SOLO FLIGHT 
TIME IN ROTORCRAFT, AT LEAST 5 OF WHICH 
SHALL HAVE BEEN SOLO, OR HE SHALL SUBMIT 
a WRITTEN RECOMMENDATION FROM AN AP
PROPRIATELY RATED FLIGHT INSTRUCTOR WHO 
HAS GIVEN HIM DUAL FLIGHT INSTRUCTION AND 
CERTIFIES HIM COMPETENT TO MEET THE RE
QUIRED SKILL - STANDARDS FOR THE RATING 
SOUGHT. ALL APPLICANTS SHALL PASS AN AP
PROPRIATE FLIGHT TEST 

* * * * * 
(b) Class or type rating. * * * 
Q> HAVE MADE AT LEAST FIVE TAKEOFFA 

AND LANDINGS IN AN AIRCRAFT OF THE CLASS 
OR TYPE FOR WHICH THE RATING IS SOUGHT, 
EITHER IN SOLO FLIGHT OR AS SOLE MANIPU
LATOR OF THE CONTROLS WHEN ACCOMPANIED 
BY A PILOT RATED TO CARRY PASSENGERS IN 
THE AIRCRAFT. 

7. BY ADDING A NEW 5 20.122 TO READ AS 

follows: 
§ 20.122 VALIDITY AND EXCHANGE «F ROTOR

CRAFT, HELICOPTER, OR AUTOGIRO RATINGS 
LEANED prior TO JULY 12, 1962. 

(a) The holder of a valid pilot certif
icate bearing a rotorcraft category rat
ing issued prior to July 12, 1962, may 
exercise the privileges of such rating un
til January 31, 1963. At any time after 
July 12, 1962, such person may, without 
a further showing of competence, ex-
Change his rotorcraft category rating for 
a rotorcraft category rating with a class 
rating determined by the class of rotor
craft in which he originally Qualified for 
the issuance of the rotorcraft rating, 
whether by flight test or on the basis of 
military competence. A certificate 
holder who Qualified initially in a heli
copter may obtain a gyroplane class 
rating without a further showing of com
petence if he has had at least 10 hours 
as pilot in command of a gyroplane 
within the 12 months preceding July 12, 
1962. 

(b) The holder of a valid pilot certifi
cate bearing a helicopter or autogiro 
category rating Issued prior to Septem
ber 1, 1967, may exercise the privileges 
of such rating or ratings until January 
31, 1963. Such person may, without a 
further showing of competence, ex
change his helicopter category rating for 
a rotorcraft category rating with hell-
copter class rating, and his autogiro 
category rating for a rotorcraft cate
gory rating with gyroplane class rating, 
at any time after the effective date of 
this amendment by presenting his cer
tificate for exchange. The holder of a 
helicopter category rating may obtain 
a gyroplane class rating without a fur
ther showing of competence If he hae 
had at least 10 hours as pilot In com
mand of a gyroplane within the 12 
months preceding July 12,1962. 

(c) Exchange of pilot certificates un
der the provisions of paragraphs (a) and 
(b) of this section will not require the 
holder of the certificate to possess a 
current medical certificate at the time 
of the exchange, 
(Sees. 313(A). 601. 60S; 73 Stat. 782, 775, 775; 
49 U.S.O. 1354, 1431.1433) 
Issued in Washington, D.C., on May 

1, 1962. 
N. E. KilMY, 
Administrator. 

[F.n. Doc. ea-KSB; Filed, May 10, 1962; 
8:48 sum.) 
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